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Abstract Twenty-four solar terms (Qi) closely related to the agricultural production is an important compo-
nent part of the Chinese calendar, and determined by the position of the Sun. It enables the Chinese calendar
to have strong characteristics of the solar calendar. Some differences between the times of the same solar
terms appear in various civil almanacs published in China recently, and confuse the readers. We analyse the
cause of it here and give the method and approximate formulas about the calculation of the twenty-four solar
terms.
Chinese calendar, twenty-four solar terms
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