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Research Status and Prospect of Research on Cryptofauna in
Coral Reef

LIAO Xin,ZHOU Haolang ™~

(Guangxi Key Laboratory of Mangrove Conservation and Utilization, Guangxi Academy of Marine Science (Guangxi Mangrove Re-

search Center) , Guangxi Academy of Sciences,Beihai, Guangxi,536007,China)

Abstract: Cryptofauna in coral reef are metazoan groups that inhabit the hidden space of coral reefs. The bio-
mass of their communities is huge,accounting for the majority of the composition of coral reef biodiversity,
and plays an indispensable role in coral reef trophic dynamics. However,at present,the international and do-
mestic attention to the biodiversity of coral reefl ecosystems is mostly focused on reef-dwelling or benthic ani-
mals such as fish and crustaceans,echinoderms,etc. ,and there is insufficient attention to cryptofauna in coral
reef. The composition of the biodiversity of cryptofauna is not clear,and some categories have never even been
described. In this article, the research status of coral reef cryptofauna is reviewed in combination with domes-
tic and foreign literature,and the research of cryptofauna based on Autonomous Reef Monitoring Structures
(ARMS) is prospected.

Key words: coral reef; cryptofauna; biodiversity; ocean acidification; Autonomous Reel Monitoring Structures

(ARMS)
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